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The  "  Anti-Slavery  Monthly  Reporter"  ^vill  be  ready  for  delivery  on  t^o 
last  day  of  every  month.  Copies  will  be  forwarded,  at  the  request  of  any  Anti- 
Slavery  Society,  at  the  rate  of  four  shillings  per  hundred.  All  pergons  wishing 
to  receive  a  regular  supply  are  requested  to  make  application  to  the  Secretary, 
at  the  Society's  office,  No.  18,  Alderraanbury,  and  mention  the  conveyance  by 
which  they  may  be  most  conveniently  sent. 


JAMAICA. 

We  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  following  extract 
from  the  Speech  of  the  Duke  of  Manchester,  the  Governor  of 
Jamaica,  delivered  on  occasion  of  the  prorogation  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  that  Island,  on  the  21st  of  December  last. 

(extract.) 

"  Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly, 

"  Another  year  has  been  allowed  to  pass  away  without  amj  effectual 
measure  having  been  adopted  for  the  improvement  of  the  coyiditioii  of  the 
Slaves.  It  does  not  become  me  to  anticipate  what  the  result  may  be  of 
the  great  disappointment  His  Majesty's  Government  will  experience, 
when  they  learn  that  the  reiterated  representations  which  have  been 
made  to  you,  to  do  what  your  own  interest  calls  for  as  much  as  a  due 
regard  fur  those  who  look  up  to  you  for  protection  and  relief,  have 
totally  failed.  In  obeying  the  instructions  which  I  have  received,  I 
earnestly  pressed  upon  your  consideration  tlie  necessity  of  doing  some- 
thing, if  not  to  disarm  your  enemies,  still  to  satisfy  friends,  and,  more 
than  all,  to  convince  Parliament  that  the  urgent  represeiitations  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  had  not  been  entirely  disregarded." 

The  same  speech  might  be  addressed,  with  equal  propriety,  to  every 
Legislative  Assembly  in  the  West  India  Colonies.  It  is  highly  impor- 
tant, at  the  present  moment,  as  showing  how  vain  are  the  expectations 
of  those  friends  of  the  Negro  race,  who  look  for  efiectual  co-operation 
from  assemblies  of  men  who  are  themselves  holders  of  Slaves,  and  who 
are  the  representatives  of  a  privileged  class,  brought  up,  and  living 
under  the  mfluence  of  West  India  Slavery.  For  our  own  part,  we  must 
'^ay,  that  we  are  not  at  all  disappointed  by  this  result  of  the  experiment 
%vhich  has  been  again  made  of  the  spirit  and  conduct  of  these  assem- 
blies. Such  a  result  was  foretold  in  the  House  of  Commons,  when  the 
task  of  devising  and  executing  measures  calculated  to  give  effect  to  the 
memorable  resolutions  adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Canning,  was 
<-:ommittcd  to  the  Colonial  Legislatures.  Those  resolutions  acknow- 
i-edged  the  Slaves,  in  the  British  Colonies,  to  be  fellov:  subjects  hi  \\^ 
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honoumble  men  who  occupy  the  benches  of  >>l.  Stephen's  Chapel.  They 
admitted  tfic  principle,  that  theie  Slaves  ought  to  partioipale  in  the  civil 
right*  and  privile-^e*  enjoved  by  other  classes  of  His  Majesty's  subjects. 
Thu  wu  strun'^e  language  for  the  ears  of  white  men  in  the  West  Indies, 
who  hdvc  \.>ern  habituated  from  infancy  to  regard  thtir  Slaves — not  as 
fellow  iubject*  —not  m  prrtons,  but  as  c/iu//^/s,  thinj;8  to  be  branded  with 
a  mark  as  their  pfn|>ertv,  to  be  bought  and  sold  at  their  pleasure,  and 
to  be  driseu  hie  cattle,  with  a  cart-whip,  to  uncompensated  labour. 
Our  slaves,  unr  fellow  subjects!  Rights  and  privileges  for  our  chat- 
tels! Surely  the  Right  Honourable  Secretary  is  beside  himself.  Surely 
he  has  never  bre.itlitd  in  the  WVst  Indies! 

NN  e  are  not  sure,  however,  that,  but  for  the  awful  delay  which  it  has 
caused  in  the  work  of  CuloDial  reform,  the  course  of  again  making  trial 
ol  the  dispo!»ition  of  the  Colonists  to  carry  into  etiect  the  recorded 
v^ishes  of  rarliament,  may  not,  upon  the  whole,  be  attended  with  ad- 
vantage. He  now  knows  from  experience,  that  the  Colonists  are 
spoiled  children,  ready  to  insult  and  malign  the  generous  country  which 
has  too  long  forborne  to  restrain  their  |»etulance.  The  reception  which 
they  hare  given  to  the  recommendations  of  His  Majesty,  framed  in 
accordance  with  the  resolutions  above  referred  to,  will  enable  him  and 
his  colleagues  to  come  down  to  Parliament  for  counsel,  under  very  ad- 
vantageous circumstances.  He  can  now  sav,  that  notwithstanding  the 
forbearance  and  lenity  exercised  towards  the  Colonial  assemblies, 
"contumacious  resistance"  has  been  made  by  them  to  the  recorded 
wishes  of  Parliament*,  and  he  can  recommend,  without  hesitation, 
the  determined  and  persevering  enforcement"  of  measures  for  melio- 
rating the  condition  (jf  the  Slave  population,  and  for  extinguishing 
slavery  in  the  Colonies. 

The  British  puljlic  appear  to  have  foreseen  that  an  application  for  coun- 
sel Would  Inr  made  to  their  representatives  by  His  .Majesty's  Ministers, 
and  they  are  pressing  forward,  in  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom,  with 
Resolutions  and  Petitions  to  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  in  which 
ihey  express  their  determination  to  support  the  servants  of  the  Crown, 
in  the  execution  of  the  arduous  and  important  work  which  has  been 
committed  to  them.  That  the  work  in  which  thev  are  engaged  is  ar- 
duous as  well  us  important,  will  be  felt  by  all  who  consider  that  the  prin- 
ciples recognized  in  Mr.  Canning's  resolutions  are  strenuously  opposed, 
not  only  by  the  Colonial  Legislatures,  but  bv  that  verv  numerous  and 
opulent,  and  closely  confederated  body  of  West  India  proprietors,  who 
hare  promulgated  to  the  British  nation,  and  to  the  world,  an  uncom- 
promising assertion  of  rujht  to  the  persons  of  their  Slaves.  These  pro- 
prietors, with  their  agents,  and  consigin-es  and  mortgasees,  form  a  very 
considerablt.  component  part  of  the  legislature  of  this  country,  and 
cannot  be  succesfully  encountered  unless  the  ministers  of  the  Crown  be 
powerfully  ami    promptly  supported  by  the  voice  of  the  British  people. 

Ut.  then,  ihe  Britnh  people,  high  and  low.  rich  and  poor,  who  are 
not  infected  by  W^m  India  interests,  and  West  India  connections,  com- 
bine  their  efforts  in  the  great  cause  of  justice  and  humanity:  let  them 
stand   forth,   m    Petitions  to  the   two   Houses   of  Parliament,    as   the 

•  -See  SiH-pih  of  Mr.  ("aunioK  in  the  Houiie  of  Commons,  on  the  15tli  May,  1823. 
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avowed  friends  and  advocates  of  (heir  wretched  fellow  subjects,  the 
Slaves  in  the  Colonies,  who  are  not  permitted  to  speak  for  themselves 
— who  have  no  tongues  but  their  bleoding  wounds  to  plead  their  cause. 
Let  the  British  people  ac(juit  themselves  manfully  of  an  awful  duty 
which  they  owe  to  God,  the  author  of  all  the  blessings  which  they 
enjoy,  as  Christians  and  as  Britons.  Let  them  especiallv  declare  their 
unwilhngness  any  longer  to  uphold,  by  bounties  and  protecting  duties, 
that  system  of  Slavery  which  they  abhor  as  cruel  and  unjust.  Let  the 
British  people  do  tliis;  and  let  them  withhold  their  votes,  at  the  ap- 
proaching general  election,  from  those  candidates  who  will  not  une- 
quivocally promise  to  promote  the  mitigation  and  extinction  of  Colonial 
Slavery  by  parliamentary  enactments.  And  let  them,  moreover,  di.s- 
courago  the  consumption  of  West  India  produce,  and  require  from 
those  tradesmen  with  whom  they  deal,  to  be  furnished,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, with  the  produce  of  the  labour  of  free  men.  Let  them  do  this; 
and  the  system  of  Slavery  in  the  Colonics,  which  is  the  curse  and  the 
bane  of  their  country,  must  and  will  be  done  away.  It  cannot  subsist 
without  artificial  and  very  expensive  support,  administered  to  it  gratuit- 
ously out  of  the  pockets  of  the  poor,  as  well  as  the  rich  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  By  giving  such  support  to  a  system  of  Slavery  and  Hea- 
thenism— for  no  attempt  has  yet  been  made  to  reclaim  the  great  mass 
of  the  Slave  population  from  the  state  of  heatheiiisli  darkness  in  wliich 
they  were  born  and  have  lived — the  people  of  England  are  sinning 
against  God,  and  against  human  nature.  They  are  frustrating  the  pur- 
pose of  Him  wlio  would  have  all  men  to  be  saved,  and  to  come  to  tlie 
knowledge  of  tiie  truth.  They  are  keeping  on  a  level  with  brutes  those 
whom  the  great  Creator  made  of  one  blood  with  themselves,  and  who 
are  capable  of  participating  in  all  the  enjoyments  of  intellectual  and 
immortal  beings. 


SAMPLES  OF  JAMAICA  JURISPRUDENCE. 

*•  Why  should  that  wrong  be  tolerated  in   the  West  Indies,  for  wliich  a   man 
would  be  hanged  in  England  ?" — C.  J.  Fox. 

TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Sir, 
As  the  exposure  of  abuses  in  a  free  country  is  usually  the  first  step 
taken  to  secure  their  reformation,  I  shall  be  particularly  obliged  by  your 
inserting  the  following  extracts  from  some  Jamaica  newspapers  of  re- 
cent date : 

"  Public  Advertiser,  Kingston,  Jamaica,  April  22d,  182£ 

"  Sentence. — For  Manslaughter. — The  prisoner  was  put  to  the  dock- 
and  by  his  Counsel,  Mr.  Recorder,  pleaded  his  clergy.  —  His  Honor 
then  passed  sentence: — '  You  were  indicted  for  the  wilful  murder  of  a 
female  slave,  but  the  jury  only  found  you  guilty  of  manslaughter.  It 
appeared  in  evidence,  that  you  were  amusing  yourself  by  discharging  a 
loaded  gun  through  the  window  of  your  dwelling-house;  after  some 
time,  tliis  gun  was  reloaded  Ijy  one  of  your  companions,  and  you  pro- 
posed firing  it  over  an  assemblag<^-  of  negroes;   he  declined,  when  YOb 
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V>  .INTF.D  OUT  A  NFGRO  OF  Y(JL'R  OWN  PROl^hv    v 
l'i(<  >IM»>.KI)  ID  HKK  Al   HIM,  liea-uiudccliiiecl;  you 
vuur  uroposal  lo  tire  t(  ovci    ihc  cruwd,   .md  u[)ori  lii»     ^    . 
sfi/M  I  he  gun.  and  lie  had  hardly  time  lo  ulier  an  exclauu. 
uriMr,  when    \ou  «li»«har'^fd  ihc  gun;  iho  result  was,  lh.i.     v^ 
sIdTe,  *ho  was  sillinj;  m  Uie  crowd,  was  shut,  and  the  incls.  -  v    v 
\»as  »oon   \mi  )um  cd  to  Ni.n  l>v  the  crtes  and  lame ntat tons  ./     ^ 
Uy  your  UEfc:ULfc>>S  CONUL'CT,  you  have  hurried  a  iv.iv  ^ 
oul  of  existence;  you  have  bereft  a  mother  ol'  a  child,    >  .     ^ 
aAi&ed  a  stain  upon  your  own  character,  which  it  will   rv-       ,, 
life  of  prudence  and  humanity  to  obliterate.     The  hum^:  », 
tried  you,  accompanied  their  verdict  with  a  recommendalK..     ^ 
\S  e  will  give  that  recommendation  its  due  weight,  antl  u  * 
full  extent  of  punishment  upon  you  ;  we  hope,  however,  tha.    \ 
im-nl  which  we  shall  inriict  will  act  as  a  warning  to  othi:->  ; 

due   impression    on    yourself.'       The    prisoner  was    then    •>,,   ^ 
TWELVK   MOMHS'   IMFKISUNMKNT!!!" 

Such  is  the  i  stimate  given  by  Jamaica  jurisprudence  v.  i     » 
murdering  a  fellow  creature,  and  that  too  in  a  case  of  the    .    ..     ^ 
vating  character— •'  A    DAI  OUTER    SHOT    IN  THF.   t        '        ^ 
()F  HER  MUTHER,"   wliose  cries  and  lamentations  weiv 
sive  voice  employ«'d  by  sutiering  nature  to  proclaim  lo  hei  >  ,  ,  ,^ 
extent  of  her  own  beieavement,  and  of  his  crime.     To  wU.»    ^   ,, 
degradation  must  not  that  man  be  sunk,   uho,  inthoul  a  .,    , 
<iree  ofprovocatioji,  optrth/  invites  another  to  take  auuy     » 
unojftnding  fellow  creature,  and  subsequently  himself  (...«.     ^    , 
public  perpetration  of  it.     Does  not  every  circumstance  itt  \\,, 
affair  loudly  proclaim,  that  Slavery  does  deeply  degrade  »h,  ,,      ^ 
to  its  baneful  inHuence  ;  that  it  is  a  system,  which,  depresan..^  ^,  , 
lo  the  abject  condition  of  a  brute — of  a  chattel — of  a  s.ih  a>\ 
(litv,  and  promoting  the  unrighteous  exaltation  of  the  oihi »  >  \  ,, , 
iiipts  justice  al  the   very  source — pervt-rls  the  good  oulv>   j>^ 
opens  the  door  to  every  degree  of  despotism  and  cruelty,  .m,\ 
ally    leads   to   this   dreadlul  consummation  of  it?      Can    »«,,    ,, 
reasonably  infer,  that  if  the  most  heinous  crime  is   thus  v  i'im^v^^ 
mere  wantonness — that  when  interest  prompts  or  provtUut.  ., 
all  the  catalogue  ot'  yninor  woes  will  be  inriicted  with  the  ii...j»  ,^,^ 
hand  f     If  their  sutlerings  are  not  regarded  in  the  first  iimi  ,,,^ 
claim  to  consideration  are  they  likely  to  have  in  those  win, ),  j^  u 
I  will  now  give  the  substance  of  two  other  sentences  |..|„,,  i 
same  time,  and  recorded  in  the  same  paper   as  the  pu  . ,  ,|,,, 
Hrst  was  for  shooting  a  slave,  who  was  severely  injured ,  1,,,^ 
wound  did  not  prove  fatal,  the  Court  deemed  six  morithi'  «<i»|,,,^ 
«   "  commt  nsurate  punuhment "  ! ! ! !  I 

In  the  next  case,  it  app«ared  that  a  poor  abandoned  i.l..,  |,        . 
had,  for  the  worst  of  purposes,  been  invited  into  the  prisot,. ,  „  \\ 

his  own  brother,  was  so  cruelly  beat  by  the  prisoner,  th.ii  

men  declared  the  girl's  life  had  been  in  great  danger.      I  ,,,  ,|,|^ 
outrage,  the  Court  felt  it  their  duly  to  award   an  <ide<jual>.  ..„„,  .   ' 
the  pnsoner  was  then  sentenced  lo  one  month's  imprisoniin  ,,i  i  >  i 
\Vith  these  accounts  of  the  punishments  awarded  to  il,.    \\  (,,,^ 
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lluii  liansgicssioiis,  1  vvill  now  contrast  tlie  puniblnuenls  which  await 
those  who  are  "  guiUy  df  a  skin  not  colorircd  hke  our  own."  The  fiist 
case  is  taken  from  the  Hoyal  Jamaica  Gazette,  Jnne  1 1th  to  ISlh,  IR'26. 
"  Richard  Price,  a  Wangec,  marked  REID  on  the  right,  and  a[)|)arenlly 
II  on  the  left  slioulder;  he  was  sentenced,  at  a  Slave  Court,  to  firrlvc 
moritha'  lutrd  labour  in  the  workhouse,  "  for  OFFERING  VIOLENCE 
to  a  WHITE  person!!!!"  Thus  a  poor  vjnorant  slave,  for  the  mere 
offer  of  violence  to  a  white  person,  has  a  severer  punishment,  by  twelve 
months'  Iicird  labour,  than  the  enlightened  white  man  receives  who  is 
guilty  of  the  loilful  murder  of  the  black.  Lord  Bathurst,  forcibly  struck 
witli  the  gross  inecjuality  of  the  punishments  in  the  Bahamas  new  slave 
laws,  remarks, — "  Since  the  superiority  of  rank  and  education  which 
belongs  to  the  white  inhabitant,  is  an  agcjravation  of  the  oflence  com- 
mitted by  him,  there  is  an  injustice  in  assigning  to  the  aggravated 
offence  the  vnnor  punishment."  Let  this  just  reasoning  be  applied  to 
the  above  cases,  and  it  is  hardly  possible  to  describe  a  course  of  proce- 
dure more  directly  opposed  to  every  principle  of  equity.  May  the  vic- 
tims of  such  oppression  be  speedily  released  from  its  grasp ! 

The  next  case  is  from  the  Postscript  to  the  St.  Jago  Gazette,  July  !Hh 
to  16th,  ISio.  King  v.  Tom — to  Jno.  Harrison,  Escj.  for  being  an  in- 
corrigible runaway,  guilty — icorkhouse  FOR  LIFE!!! 

Such  is  the  present  state  of  despotism  and  misrule  in  a  colony  of  the 
British  empire.  Have  we  not,  in  these  cases,  most  convincins;  i)roof 
afforded  us  of  tiie  truth  of  Dr.  Palcy's  remarks,  that  "  the  West  Indian 
Slave  is  placed  for  life  in  subjection  to  a  dominion  and  system  of  laws, 
the  most  merciless  and  tyrannical  that  were  ever  tolerated  on  the  face 
of  the  eartli  '7  Must  we  not  also  admit,  vjth  the  late  excellent  Bishop 
of  St.  David's,  that  "  the  very  existence  of  Slavery  must  be  a  heavy 
reproacli  to  this  country,  an<l  a  disgrace  to  the  age  that  can  tolerate  it"  '. 
And  must  we  not  also  cordially  concur  with  Mr.  Fox,  that  "  it  is  neces- 
sary to  abolish  Slavery  for  the  sake  of  our  jurisprudence,  and  of  our 
character  as  Christians"?  And  as  these  cases  have  just  occurred  in  ii 
Colony,  v;hich  we  are  informed,  is  "  already  possessed  of  an  im}>roved 
body  of  Slave  Statutes,"  must  we  not  agree  with  Mr.  Canning,  that 
"  dcspntisni  is,  in  all  cases  and  under  all  circumstances,  an  incompetent 
and  unsure  executor,  even  of  its  own  provisions,  in  favour  of  the  objects 
of  its  powcr"'(  Let,  then,  the  representatives  of  a  free  people  be  ear- 
nestly petitioned  to  lake  this  important  work  into  their  own  hands,  and 
bring  this  odious  system  to  the  earliest  practicable  termination.  I  ear- 
nestly entreat  the  zealous  co-operation  of  every  individual,  who  values 
the  blessinir  of  personal  liberty  for  himself,  to  commiserate  the  hard  lot 
of  this  degraded  sufferins;  race  of  our  fellow  creatures,  WHO,  HAV  ING 
BEEN  DEPRIVED  OF  THEIR  LIBERTY  BY  AN  ACT  OF  GROSS 
AND  ACKNOWLEDGED  IN.IUSTICE  ON  THE  PART  OF  THIS 
GOVEHNMEN'l',  HAVE  AN  UNDOUBTED  CLAIM  ON  US  FOR 
ITS  RESTl'lT  TION. 

1  am  vours,  (Sic. 

J  U  ST  IT  1  A. 


SG 


A-N  II  >l-A\  \M\    I'l  HI. 11'   MEKTLNeiS. 

Ir  IS  grulifving  lo  observe  ihe  ulleulion  which  the  subject  of  Shivery 
IS  bv^miiin^  lo  excUe  m  every  pari  of  ihe  Kui^doin,  and  the  many 
I'.ileresliug  Meelings  v^hicii  have  been  held  for  llie  purpose  of  ptlilioiuMg 
Hdrlianieiit  for  lU  iinulioraUon  and  final  exunclion.  Our  limits  pre- 
cluileour  ic«vuig  a  detaded  account  of  any  of  these  Meetmgs  :  but  we 
have  much  uleai.ure  in  presenting  to  our  leaders  three  excellent  ad- 
dresM.-s  on  the  subject,  recently  delivered  in  diHerent  parts  of  the  king- 
.ItJiii.  bv  men  whose  high  station  and  talents  give  weight  to  every 
sentiment  whicli  falls  from  them. 

At  a  Meeting  held  in  the  City  of  Bath,  on  the  id  of  February,  lb?6, 
ihe  Lord  Bishop  of  B  vtii  and  Wills  entered  the  room,  accom- 
panied by  the  Worshipful  the  Mayor;  and  having  taken  the  i  hair, 
opened  tiie  business  of  the  Meeling  by  expressing  the  very  sincere 
pleasure  it  atlorded  him  to  see  so  numerous  and  respectable  an  assem- 
blage a*  were  met  on  this  occasion;  atiording,  as  it  did,  good  and 
satisfactory  proof  that  a  nuestion  which  involved  the  dearest  interests 
of  humanity,  and  winch  had  for  so  many  years  been  advocated  by  the 
associated  eHorls  of  virtue  and  clo<iuence,  was  duly  ai)preciated  in  this 
citv.  The  svslom  of  Slavery  was  directly  contrary  lo  the  precepts  of 
our  religion,  and  lo  the  dictates  of  humanity;  for,  as  in  the  case  of  war, 
although  the  Bible  contained  no  speciric  prohibition  of  Slavery,  yet  it 
was  impossible  to  look  into  a  page  of  that  sacred  book,  and  not  to  see 
that  the  practice  was  substantially  condemned  by  its  letter,  spirit,  and 
essence;  and  wlien  the  orb  of  Christianily  shall  have  attained  its  zenith, 
uikI  shall  shed  its  meridian  lustre  ovev  the  moral  world,  war  and  Sla- 
very shall  no  longer  exist.  Slavery  is  also  opposed  to  the  reciuirements 
of  morality — that  great  law  of  right  wiilten  in  the  heart  of  every  man  by 
the  ringer  of  God.  In  a  word,  it  is  contrary  to  natural  as  well  as  re- 
vealed religion.  His  Lordship  then  proceeded  lo  remark,  on  the  neces- 
Kiiv  of  proceeding  with  prudence  and  caution,  and  with  a  due  regard 
lo  the  interests  of  all  concerned.  His  Lordship  then  obviated  the 
objection,  that  because  the  question  of  Colonial  .Slavery  was  now 
iiii-h  r  the  consideration  of  Parliament,  there  was  no  need  of  popu- 
lar nprcsentaiions  to  the  Legislature  upon  the  subject,  by  remark- 
in'-  uii  the  very  tardy  progress  which  has  been  made,  by  Legislative 
measure*,  in  mitigating  the  abject  condition  of  the  slaves,  and 
Slid  that  tin.'  general  expression  of  public  feeling  upon  this  cjueslioii 
would  have  the  ettect  of  accelerating  those  beneficial  measures  which 
i!ie  Colonial  Legislatur.-s  seemed  by  every  means  disposed  to  retard. 
His  l»rd»hip  expressed  his  "sorrow  and  shame"  that  the  Slave  Trade 
was  even  vet,  in  t'lie  UHli  century,  earned  on  by  several  neighbouring 
.Stales,  who  still  force  from  the  soil  of  .\frica  her  devoted  children  — 
severing  the  dearest  ties  of  human  kind  ;  and  transporting  the  hapless 
victims  of  rapine  aii<l  cupidity  across  the  waves  of  the  Atlantic,  com- 
r»<l  lli^m  to  toil  111  a  Torri'l  /^iie  at   the  whip  ami    will  uf  their  inerci 
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less  masters  !  He  was  not  without  hope  that  the  ex])ro?sion  of  pubhc 
feeling-  in  this  country  on  the  atrocities  of  Slavery  ni.iv  have  an  eflfect 
upon  forei2:n  nations,  and  thus  accelerate  the  utter  terniiiiation  of  the 
odious  traffic  in  human  flesh.  Ilis  Lordship  concluded  hy  eulogising 
the  moderation  observed  in  the  Resolutions  and  Petition  that  would  be 
proposed  for  adoption  ;  said  lie  was  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  aiding 
the  object  of  the  Meeting;  that  he  did  not  think  he  had  stepped  beyond 
the  line  of  his  official  duty  in  advocating  a  measure  Raiictioned  alike  by 
Religion  and  Morality;  that,  as  a  Minister  of  the  Church  of  England, 
he  should  look  back  with  pleasure  on  the  act  of  this  day  ;  and  that  the 
great  desire  of  his  heart  was,  that  the  blessings  of  rational  liberty  might 
be  extended  to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  without  distinction  of  colour 
or  climate  [Great  applause]. 


At  a  County  meeting  held  in  Buckingham  on  the  17th  January, 

Lord  Nugent  was  unanimously  called  to  the  Chair.  His  Lordship, 
in  opening  the  proceedings,  said,  "  he  should  not  detain  the  Meeting  with 
any  expression  of  the  pleasure  and  pride  he  felt  at  being  called  to  pre- 
side where  freemen  were  assembled  in  (he  cause  of  humanity,  justice, 
and  liberty — in  the  cause  of  eight  hundred  thousand  fellow  men,  and 
fellow  subjects,  deprived  of  the  best  gift  of  God  to  his  creatures — the 
blessing  of  personal  freedom  ; — of  men,  engaged  in  the  cause  of  their 
country's  honour,  which  was  still  unredeemed,  while  one  slave  or  slave- 
master  existed  under  the  shadow  of  the  British  flag.  Even  the  Colonial 
Party  had  begun  to  relent,  and,  instead  of  uncompromising  hostility  to 
all  changft,  had  adopted  a  different  system,  with  the  motto  '  gradual 
abolition.'  He  did  not  like  the  phrase.  Unprepared  and  sudden  eman- 
cipation of  a  population  of  beings,  whom  the  crimes  of  this  country  had, 
for  centuries,  taught  to  know  no  law  but  their  masters'  word — no  govern- 
ment but  that  of  the  cart-whip — was  not  the  object  of  the  friends  of 
freedom  The  Planters  knew  it  was  not;  but  when  they  said,  '  gradual,' 
they  meant  *  above  all  things,  and  at  all  events,  mind  you  do  not  advance 
rapidly."  When  wc,  said  his  Lordship,  say,  'gradual,' we  mean, 'above 
ail  thing's,  and  at  all  events,  mind  you  advance.'  [Cheers.]  Very  im- 
portant progress  had  been  already  made.  About  four  years  ago,  on  a 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilberforce's,  on  a  day  honourable  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  auspicious  to  mankind,  the  phrase  '  ultimate  emancipa- 
tion '  was  first  adopted  there  ;  and  in  1823,  the  House  of  Commons  re- 
solved, that  it  '  was  anxious  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose,  at 
the  earliest  period  consistent  witti  the  well-being  of  the  Slaves,  and 
safety  of  the  colonies.'  That  vote  no  circumstances  could  ever  here- 
after reverse  or  expunge  [cheers].  The  Colonial  party  asked  for  com- 
pensation. He  would  vote  for  compensation  to-morrow,  but  never, 
never,  as  a  matter  of  right.  Never  would  he  admit  the  right  of  one 
man  to  plunder  another  of  his  natural  liberty — his  heart  was  for  ever 
shut  asrainst  such  a  claim.  England  now  paid  1, -200.0001.  in  increased 
price  of  sugars  and  bounties  on  export,  for  the  maintenance  ot  slavery 
in  tlic  West  Indies.  He  would  willingly  pay  tliat  sum  directly,  to  re- 
deem  i^Of)^000  fellow  subjects  from   slavery,  and  restore  them  to  the 
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ri^ht  that  CiCkI  had  given  them,  al  ihe  moderate  price  of  II.  os.  per  head 
I  -r  uiiiium  [cheers].    Huw  ultcn  have  we  heard  thai  the  condition  ui  the 
slive  15  on  the  whole  prctVrable  to  ihul  ot*  the  English  peasant.    (Jh  how 
oilen  IS  this  said,  with  a  degree  of  gravity  too  wliich  would  be  viry  be- 
Lomujg  in  any  proposition   a  little  less  monstrously  absurd!      We  sec 
his  hard  life  and  scanty  means  of  comfort,  and  even  of  existence,  in  this 
rigorous  season  too,  and  we  are  told  that  his  condition  is  harder  than 
the  slave's.      Indeed  '.    Then  shame  on  ourselves  !    Attend  to  his  wants, 
better  his  condition,  raise  him  from  the  misery  and  degradation  to  which 
he  IS  too  generally  reduced  by  that  bad  system  called  the  Poors'  Laws. 
Hut,  in  the  name  of  comn)on  justice,  common  humanity,  and  common 
jense,  use  not  his  sutierings  as  an  apology  for  the  nnspcakahle  horrors 
of  slavery.     Al  least,  if  he  cannot  always  find  a  tender  consideration  of 
his  necessities,   the    English  peasant   t  an   always   find  redress  against 
barefaced  outrage,  nor  can  the  hand  of  created  man  be  raised  against 
lam  unpunished  [cheers].      Enjoyments   few,   comforts   few,   hardships 
nianv  and  difficult  to  endure;   but  rights,   God  be  thanked,  intact  and 
intangible— Rights  which  may  look  the  proudest  oppressor  in  the  face, 
and  which  would  wither  the  hand  that  would  so  much  as  dare  to  ap- 
proach them — Rights,  which,  if  not  imperishable,  can  perish  only  among 
the  lasl  expiring  embers  of  the  English  Constitution  [loud  and  repeated 
cheers].      But,  slavery,  how  can  we  picture  to  ourselves' — Scenes  such 
as  in  tins  land  eve  hath  not  seen,    and  such  as  it  hath  not  entered  into 
the   beart  of  freemen  bul  most  imperfectly  to  cooceive  !     We  cannot 
tjeneralise — we  musl  lake  a  single  instance.    Place  the  English  peasant 
in  his  cottage  ;  surround  him,  like  the  negro,  if  you  will,  with  every  ccm- 
fort    which   a  better  climate   and  the   interested  care  of  a  calculdting 
master  can  allbrd;   surround  him  with  his  family.   He  looks  at  his  w.fe. 
the  partner  onlv  of  his  bondage;  her  back,   perhaps,  striped  with  ihe 
laah,  her  wrists  galled  with  the  tetters,  and  on  her  shoulder  the  burning 
brand  which  marks  her  as  the   chattel  of  another — Subject,  like  hvn- 
self  to  the  cruel  caprice  of  a  slave  driver,  to  all  the  violence  which  unre- 
strained  and  irresponsible  power  never  fails  to  engender  in  the  human 
Baind ;   subject,    perhaps,  to  worse — to  the  delicate  partialities  of  her 
task  master  !     And  these  are  the  domestic  reHections  of  a  slave,  ud:;1 
the  crack  of  the  thong  calls  him  to  labour,  and  tells  him  that  reflecti^  n  is 
not  for  the  slave. — He  looks  at  his  children;   not  the  hope  and  pride  :f 
his  affections,  but  children  born  only  to  receive  from  him,  and  drUik  to 
the  dregs  ihe  bitter  cup  of  hereditary  degradation — to  inherit  from  h;m 
the  hateful  and  houeless  portion  of  the  brand,    and  the  chain,   and  the 
cart-whip — A  family  whom  he  may  love,  but  whom  he  can  neither  che- 
rish nor  defend — and  ihis  is  the  condition  of  SOO.OOO   British  subiecls 
[cheering].     It  is  said  that  slaves  have  no  feelings  to  be  wounded  bv 
this.     Then  a  thousand  times  cursed   he  the  system  which  has  extin- 
guished   such  feeling    within   them  !      But  of  this  even   slavery  is  not 
^ilty.      No  ;  the  poor  slave  can  feel  as  a  man,  and  has  feelings  which 
would  often  put  those  of  more  cultivated  minds  to  shame. 

•  As  the  stern  captive  spurns  his  iron  load. 

And  asks  ihe  image  back  that  Heav'n  bestowed, 

Proud  in  his  eye  the  tire  of  nature  burns, 

And,  as  the  .Slave  departs,  the  Man  returns!'  [hear,  Im  t  'f 


I  wonid  that  those  who  deny  to  the  poor  slave  a  |);\rticipalion  in  feeh^^^s 
like  our  own,  who  libel  the  justice  of  creating  Providence,  and  would 
f'ancel  the  charter  by  which  God  has  given  feeling  and  soul  lo  universal 
man  —I  would  that  ihcy  had  but  heard  the  testimony  on  that  point,  as 
I  did,  of  a  slave  master,  but  one  of  the  kindest  of  human  hciiio-s,  a  tren- 
tlenian  who  resided  long  on  his  propeity  at  St.  Vincent's.  He  told  mo 
tliat  after  a  i'evf  years'  residence  there,  finding  that  the  village  in  which 
his  gang  lived  was  unhealthy,  and  incommodious,  he  looked  about  for 
«ome  better  spot  to  build  habitations  upon  for  them.  He  fixed  upon  one 
witli  all  the  advantages  that  situation  and  good  air,  and,  the  inestimable 
blessing  there,  of  good  water,  could  give  them,  and  he  employed  the 
gang  to  collect  materials  for  building.  One  day,  as  he  was  superin- 
tending his  preparations,  one  of  the  gang  advanced  to  him  as  spokes- 
man, and  begged  he  would  be  kind  enough  to  say  what  he  was 
making  those  preparations  for.  He  pointed  out  the  advantages  of  the 
scite  on  which  they  stood,  and  told  them  he  meant  to  remove  them  from 
the  unhealthy  swamp  in  which  they  were  living.  Suddenly  a  strange 
and  universal  groan  burst  from  the  gang.  Divers  slaves  came  up  to 
him  in  attitudes  of  sorrow  and  supplication.  They  pointed  to  their  vil- 
lage. One  said,  '  Under  that  tree  lies  the  body  of  a  child  I  lost  in  its  in- 
fancy.' Another,  'There  are  buried  my  parents.'  A  third  '  In  that 
village  I  lived  with  my  wife;  I  lost  her.  Do  not  remove  us  from  that 
spot,'  Let  Him  who  alone  can  try  the  hearts  of  man  judge  between 
such  feelings  and  those  of  the  majority  of  the  men  in  whose  hands  the 
mortal  destinies  of  these  poor  creatures  arc  placed  ;  between  such  feel- 
ings and  those  of  the  Legislatures  of  Barbadoes  and  Jamaica  [hear, 
hear,  hear  !],  Why,  then,  driven  to  their  last  hold,  the  planters  take  re- 
fuge in  the  very  citadel  of  their  cause.  They  ask  us,  '  Have  we  not  at 
least  an  interest  in  the  health  of  our  labourers?  And  can  their  health 
be  better  secured  than  by  kind  treatment?  Would  any  man  who  values 
his  property  abuse  or  overwork  or  starve  his  farm-horse  ?' — Let  us  for 
a  moment  subdue  the  sentiments  of  disgust  and  indignation  that  spring 
up  to  meet  such  a  question  ;  let  us  forget  every  claim  of  right  and  reason 
and  immortal  soul ;  grant  that  man  is  justly  given  to  his  fellow  man  as 
a  beast  of  burthen  and  of  toil ;  and  grant  that  tlie  driver  has  the  same 
intertst  and  no  passions — neither  of  which,  I  apprehend,  is  true; — then 
I  turn  from  the  case  of  the  slave  of  the  farm  and  of  the  household,  to  a 
worse  state  than  either — the  jobbing  slaves;  a  class  whom  it  is  always 
the  business  of  the  planters  to  keep  out  of  sight  in  these  discussions; 
slaves  kept  by  masters  who  have  no  land,  to  let  out  on  jobs  to  those 
who  have.  And  I  then  say  that,  whatever  is  the  interest  of  him  who 
works  the  poor  horse  in  the  mill  to  his  last  expiring  sob,  the  same  pre- 
cisely is  the  interest  of  the  master  of  this  jobbing  gang.  And  who  is  to 
provide  for  the  jobbing  slave,  when  old  age  or  hopeless  infirmity  has 
closed  lor  ever  the  account  of  profit  between  his  master  and  himself^ 
But  I  turn  willingly  from  these  subjects,  to  one  which  may  well  inspire 
us  with  hope  and  confidence  in  the  good  work,  to  which  we  have  set  our 
hands.  Let  us  look  back  to  the  Slave  Trade  debates.  It  is  cheering, 
at  least  it  is  consolatory  to  see  that  the  self-same  opposition  was  raised, 
and  nearly  the  self-same  arguments,  against  the  abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade,  until  the  very  hour  when  the  slave  ship  went  down  with  the  bloody 
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ftd^  ftliU  tl)ing,   weal   down  aimdsl  llm  (.ticcri  of  a  triumoh.uil  ~a  .  -  i^ 
111  PdrliaiiJcut.ami  a  sym^julliisiug  i>coj)lc  ;  ihe  Slave  rraiie,  no>*  r*r.><^ 
only  among  ihc  foul  crime*  ugamsl  \sliicli  ihe  laws  of  llie  land  :■*»  i  v  iq. 
dicalcil  those  of  GlhI  and  of  nature,  by  declaring  them  felony  bx  >:*:.:te. 
The  Slave  Trade  finds  no  one  bold  enough  now  to  defend  even  us    •u''- 
inory.     And  yet.  when  we  hear  the  Slave  Trade  reprobated,  ai-.d  sU\fry 
defended  by  the  iume  persons,  I  must  own  1  thixili  tlie  Slave  lr>\W  un- 
fairly treated.     The  abuse  of  delunct  Slave  Trade  i»  a  «UttA+i  t**^>e  for 
the  abettor  of  living  slavery  to  pay  by  way  of  compromise.      IW  ««- 
cannot  allow  the  Colonial  party  on  these  terms  to  cry  truce  with  us,  by 
stigmatising  the   Slave  Trade.     There  is   not  one  general  pniK'UNie  on 
winch  the  Slave  Trade  is  to  be  sti;jmatised,   which  does  not     ;vjv*ch 
slavery  itSelf.      If  Slave  Trade  is  spoliation,  the  liberty  of  the  m*n  is  the 
"Spoil,  and  his  fellow  man  loses  his  title  to  the  possession.      It  >lji*trT  is 
tuore  to  be  authorised  on  one   account  than  any  other,    it  is  btxauie  it 
perpetuates,  and  always  must,  a  Contraband  Slave  Trade.      'l"he  >Uve 
Trade  abolition   is  incomplete,   rapine  and  murder  are   still  carnoi.1  oa, 
and  bv  English   hands  too,  upon  the  defenceless  shores  ot  Atno4,    and 
the  murderous  horrors  of  the  middle   passage  still  abound,   and  must 
abound,  while  slavery  exisU.      It  is  with  you,  it  is  with  the  ^n^^plo  of 
Eliigland.  now  to  urge  Parliament  on  to  its  duty.     Great  objects  aiv   m 
preparation  for  next  Session.     But  we  must  look  to  your  FetllK^4-.s  for 
support.  You  have  in  your  cause  the  gigantic  powers  of  Mr.Brough.im.  the 
fascinating  eloquence  of  Sir  J.  Mackintosh,  the  indefatigable  acti\  ii\  and 
knowledge   of  Mr.    Buxton   and    Dr.    Lushinglon,  and    you   have    ihe 
veteran  and  honest  zeal  of  Mr.  William  Smith.      1  would  ad\ert  tv>  the 
invaluable  assistance  out  of  Parliament,  of  one  of  the  most  distingv;i>hed 
supporters  of  this  great  cause,  whose  name,  I  trust,  we  shall  be  honoured 
wiih  as  a  Vice  President;    but  it  would  be  the  worst  taste  in  the  uv-rld 
of  me  to  speak  of  him  while  his  son  (Mr.  Stephen)  is  at  my  left   hand 
[hear,  hear!]  I  may  however  speak  ;  how  can  we  here  be  silent  ^  i n  ilie 
Venerable  and  glorious  example  of  his  nnmorial  kinsman,   Mr.  W  illver- 
force.      May  the  calm  evening  of  his  pure  and  illustrious  lite  be  cheered 
and  made  truly  happy  by  meeting  the  final  consummation  of  the  great 
cause  with   Nshich  it  is   idenliried  [cheers].      I   glory  in  the  position  in 
which  you  have  just  placed  me  in  this  society.     I  only  feel  shame  m  the 
length  of  time  1  have  trespassed  upon  you.     Yet  let  me  implore  in  the 
name  of  your  country,  because  of  freedom, — in  the  name  of  Justice  and 
of  Right,  because  of  freedom, — in  the  name  of  Keligion, — of  that  Being 
'  whose  service'  at  least  '  is  perfect  freedom,'  never  to  relax  your  ellorts 
until  they  shall  have  obtained  peace  for  Africa,  liberty  for  those  huiulrcdi 
of  thousands  of  fellow   subjects,   who  are   unrepresented  here  but  by 
your  sympathy, — and,  though  long  delayed,  the  unsjieakable  glory  for 
your   native  land,   of  leading  the  way  before  the  Old  Nations  at   le.ist 
of  the  earth  (some  parts  of  the  .New  World   have  set  us  a  noble  e\am- 
plej,  in  that  great  blessing  for  the  whole  of  mankind,  the  full  and  eiiliro 
abolition  of  >lavery.—  [This  address  was  received  throughout  with  gieat 
applause,  v*hich  lasted  lor  some  time  after  Us  couclusiun.] 

On  Wednesday,  February  I,  a  Public  Meeting  tor  the  same  purpose 
was  held  at    tUlM^'  H<'H.   the  E.\rl   of  Koskbekkv  in  the  t  hair. 
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Diiriujir  tlie  meeting  «  slight  opposiUun  was  attempted,  bul  when  nii  up- 
j.orlmiity  was  otTered  to  the  opponent  to  speak,  he  slunk  away.  VVtt 
giv(  the  s[>eccli  of  Heniiy  Cockbvrn,  Esq.  Advocate,  who  addressed 
th<'  Noble  Chairman  as  follows. 

Ill  MiY  Co(  K BURN,  Esq.  Advocate:  "  My  Lord,  I  hold  in  my  hand  a 
I'(  litKjii,  which  I  propose  to  submit   to  this  meeting,  as  proper  to  be 
adopted  ;  and  after  what  you  have  heard,  I  have  little  more  than  to  say, 
itiat  'it  embodies  the   Resolutions  which  have  now  been  passed  ;   and 
thai  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  I  do  most  sincerely  approve  of  all  that 
this  Society  has  done— of  all  that  it  is  now  doing — and  of  the  great  work 
which  I  trust  it  is  yet  destined  to  accomplibh  [applause].     Tlie  fact  is, 
my  Lord,  that  we  have  now  come  to  that  stage  in  the  history  of  this 
;.'reat  question   at  which  all  doubts  as  to  its   material  features  are  re- 
moved.     I  don't  say  that  we  have  come  to  the  time  at  which  the  railer 
if.  to  be  silent,  or  tlie  selfish  man  is  to  avow  that  he  is  confuted  ;   but  I 
do  say  that  we   are  come  to  that  stage  in  which  no  person,  without 
[plainly  professing  to  resign  his  understanding,  can  say,  '  I  am  still  a 
friend   of   .Slavery"    [immense    applause].     About  u  year  or  two  ago, 
his    iMajesty's  Government    required    the   Colonial  Authorities  to  send 
to  Parliament  a  statement  of  what  they  had  done  for  the  amelioration  of 
their  slaves.     They  have  sent  that  statement ;   and  we  now  see,  under 
their  own  hand-writing,  how  true  their  former  statements  were — and,  if 
we  only  know  them  by  their  own  accounts,  we  should  judge  more  can- 
didly of  them.     We  have  it  on  the  otbcial  reports  of  the  Local  authori- 
ties in  the  West  Indies  themselves ;   and  the  essence  of  these  reports  is 
to  be  found  in  a  book  lately  publisiied,  the  name  of  which  you  will  all 
observe,  for  I  beg  you  will  all  read  it  for  yourselves  :  it  is  entitled,  '  A 
Picture  of  Negro  Slavery,  drawn  by  the  Colonists  themselves.'     This 
pamphlet  any  body  may  read  in  the  course  of  about  two  hours  ;  it  con- 
sists of  about  150  pages,  of  which  1  should  suppose,  upon  a  guess,  not 
twtnty  of  them  are  written  by  any  person  but  the  colonists  themselves. 
These  pages   contain  the  evidence   by  the  West  Indian  planters,  why 
Great   Britain   should    no    more    interfere.     These    pages  contain   the 
proofs  that  ihey  are  going  on  perfectly  well.      Now,  my  Lord,  if  there 
be  one  person  in  this  room,  who  has  not  yet  read  every  page  of  that 
terrib'.L  record,  that  person   has  not  done — not  what  charity  asks — but 
what  justice  demands  in  behalf  of  the  family  of  man  [applause].      Since 
the  commencement  of  the  long  annals  of  human  atrocity,  I   don't  be- 
lieve that  such   a  picture  e\er  met  the  human  eye.     There  was  an  old 
Italian  poet,  who  had  passed  through  many  personal  suflerings,  and 
lived  in  the  most  troublous  era  of  his  country's  history,  who  was  pos- 
sessed of  a  fertile  and  gloomy  imagination,  and  who,  with  the  pen  of 
fiction,  sat  down  to  embody  in  words  all  the  terrible  conceptions  of  his 
soul.    This  was  a  cause  to  exhaust  his  genius  by  supposing  his  enemies 
and  human  criminals  placed  in  an  aerial  region  of  his  own  making,  and 
in  assigning  to  them  all   the  dreadful  punishments,  all  the  terrible  em- 
plovments,   bv  which  he  thought  that  guilt  ought  to  be  visited.      It  has 
always  been  imputed  to  that  genius,  that  it  is  in   some  degree  absurd, 
by  the  extravagance  of  his  fictitious  wretchedness. — Gentlemen,  1  as- 
;-uie  von,  upon  my  personal  authority      for  1  have  read  the  book — that 
all  the  horrors  of  the  dark  faiu  v  of  Dante  aie  exceeded  bv  the  actual 
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liorrort  which  p«us  every  ilay  m  our  own  islandi  tipuii  ihoso  sUioin  v\., 
h;ive  lorn  from  their  country  to  [juI  thein  there,  protecttd  bv  what  wc 
Call  our  laws — ihielclcU  by  wUul  we  term  the  charily  ot"  our  religion  - 
sprung  Irom  the  same  origin  \Mtli  ourselves — partakers  of  tiie  sann; 
common  nature — destined  to  the  same  immortality  [irreal  applause  i. 
I  repeat,  that  it"  there  be  a  person  here  who  has  not  read  that  u ruble 
and  atl'ocling  record,  let  him  go  home,  and  let  him  not  stay  till  he  ha-, 
got  and  read  u.  I  repeat  the  title  again.  *  A  Picture  of  Negro  Slavery, 
drawn  by  the  Colonists  themselves,'  —  what,  in  this  presence,  I  could 
not  read  one  word  of;  and  1  know  that  the  hardest  heart  i  address, 
cannot  read  one  i)age  of  it  without  feeling  that  heart  to  beat  <|uick  ; 
that  ere  he  reads  another,  his  bluod  will  grow  cold;  and  thii  he  will 
shut  the  hooL  at  last,  astonished  and  confounded  at  the  atrocities  which 
lie,  by  his  silence  and  apathv,  should  be  the  means  of  committing  upon 
those  persons  [applause].  And  I  trust  that  no  Sfpieamish  delica<v  will 
prevent  any  man  or  woman  who  hears  me  goin.;  through  from  the  be- 
ginning to  the  end  of  it — you  will  not  spare  yourselves  the  horror  and 
laceration  of  heart,  the  sickness  which  its  disgusting  details  inspire — 
go  on  to  the  end — and  then  refuse  to  sign  this  petition  if  you  can 
[cheers].  The  fact  is,  that  contemplating  what  the  colonists  themselvt  s 
have  told  us  is  the  improved  condition  of  their  slaves,  it  is  to  mv  mind 
one  of  the  most  humiliating  pictures  of  the  weakness  of  our  nature  lli.ii 
we  can  speak  or  hear  so  coolly  of  such  a  subject.  We  are  living  in  the 
nudst  of  our  personal  and  domestic  comforts  ;  we  rise  in  the  morninj-, 
and  the  sun  shines  on  our  eiiipluymcnts  ;  we  close  the  day  in  the  midst 
of  our  pleasures,  our  business  and  our  families.  But  we  consider  not 
during  these  last  twenty-four  hours,  how  many  of  these  slaves  have 
sutl'cred  all  that  tyranny  can  inHici — all  that  humanity  can  endure.  NVe 
think  that  because  we  attend  a  casual  meeting,  and  sign  our  name  to  a 
petition,  we  have  done  enough;  and  we  do  no  more.  And  vet  we 
meet  every  day  with  the  most  sensible  and  amiable  persons,  possesseil 
of  what  is  called  a  good  heart; — ask  them  to  think  f>f  this  matter,  ask 
them  to  come  here, — they  shake  llieir  heads,  look  grave,  and  give  a  few 
sighs  for  the  sutl'erings  of  humanitv;  but  they  tell  us,  that  they  ^lo  iK-t 
like  to  intertere, — they  return  to  their  own  selfish  pleasures,  wrapt  up  in 
the  complacency  of  their  own  minds :  though  we  tell  them  that  wo 
want  no  more  than  the  exprcsiion  of  their  voice,  and  that  by  iheir  si- 
lence they  are  increasing  the  miseries  of  their  fellow-creatures  [applause]. 
.•\dam  .Smith,  that  most  accurate  analyser  of  our  moral  symp.ithies,  puis 
this  case: — Suppose  a  man,  of  what  we  reckon  gener(»us  enough  feel- 
ing, has  some  little  ailment  of  his  own  — some  scratch  about  the  edge  of 
his  nail — he  is  as  wretched  as  he  can  be;  and  he  talks  and  thinks  of 
nothing  else  but  his  scratched  nail.  Suppose  a  person  were  to  nuei 
this  man,  and  to  tell  him,  that  certain  news  had  been  received  that  the 
whole  empire  of  China  had  l)een  swallowed  up  by  a  wave,  and  that  tluee 
hundred  millions  of  his  fellow-creatures  had  in  a  moment  ceased  lo 
live — what  does  he  do?  The  case  the  learned  Doctor  has  [*ui  witii  ;i 
perfect  kiu>wlcdge  of,  but  wiih  a  severe  *arc:tsin  on,  our  natinv'.  -  lie 
\ull  utter  Some  well  turned  period  on  the  precarioiisiiess  of  mortal  life 
look  sad  for  a  htllc  walk  I.,  the  md  of  the  division  of  a  •>u«el,  and 
then  return  t'j  hts  nail  ['•^"^I'lcrl.      Many  of  us  c\hil'il  1:1  oui  conduc ' 


93 

il\e  fancied  case  put  by  this  profound  philosopher.     Here  are  wc,  an 
assembly  met  Cor  the  mitifjation  and  gradual  abolition  of  Slavery  ;  and 
yei,  notwithstanding  the  acknowledged  benevolence  of  our  designs,  and 
notwithstanding  the  respectal)ility  of  this  Meeting,  we  cannot  muster  as 
a  society,  more   than   five    hundred    contributors,  to  the  extent  of  five 
shillmgs  a  year.      But  oven  whh  that  small  sum,  what  instruction   has 
jiot  been   poured  upon    tlie  minds  of  these  poor  benighted  creatures! 
What  shocks  have  not  been  given  to  that   system  of  tyranny  by  which 
they  are  oppressed  !     The  mite  multiplied   becomes  a  treasure ;  and  if 
these  miles  were  poured  in  from  one  end  of  the  island  to  the  other,  how 
many  thousands  might  we  not  save  from  the  worst  of  possible  degrada- 
tions!    Why,  then,  is  it  withheld  ?     The  truth    is,  it   is  the   magnitude 
and  enormity  of  the  evil  which  prevents  us  from  seeing  it.    If  it  was  only  a 
case  of  individual  suffering,  how  easily  would  our  sympatliies  be  roused 
by  it!     for  we  could  then  hear  every  groan,  and  see  every  tear,  and 
mark  the  quivering  of  every  muscle  in  our  fellow-suflferer.     It  is  when 
we  can  follow  him  through  his  whole  tale  of  family  sufferings,  that  our 
symijathies  become  fluttered,  and  we  are  all  humanity.     But,  when  we 
attempt  to  describe  the  wretchedness  endured  in  distant  islands  of  the 
ocean,  and  talk  of  hundreds,  or  thousands,  or  millions  of  sufferers;  then 
our  imagination  is  bafHcd  by  the  conception,  and  we  fall  back  on  the 
generality  of  our  nature,  and  repose  in  thought  upon  the  continuance 
of  this  evil,  as  we  do  upon  the  continuance  of  some  of  those  evils  in  the 
moral  and  natural  universe,  which  we  cannot  account  for,  and  which  we 
know  man  cannot  remove.  But  could  we  only  see  the  real  circumstances 
(A'  a  single  slave  for  a  single  day — 1  cannot  tell  you  of  them — liow  dif- 
ferent  would   be   our  sensations !     Imagination  cannot   conceive,  nor 
words  express,  what  these  sufferings  are— where  every  principle  of  hu- 
man nature  is  subverted — where  all  the  extremity  of  distress  is  suffered 
that  man  can  bear,  and  all  the  extremity  of  insolence  which  power  and 
selHshness  can   inflict  or  man   sustain — where  there  is  life  without  the 
liberty  of  making  the  free  use  of  their  own  limbs— labour  without  pro- 
perty— families  without   lawful    relations — wrongs    without    redress  — 
punishment  without  guilt — minds  in  which  memory  can  remember  no 
earlv   education,   fancy  anticipate  no  era   of  repose  [murmurs  of  ap- 
plause].— And  yet,  with  all  this,  we  are  cold  to  the  prosperity  of  this 
Society  ;   and   if  our   funds  were  allowed  to  become  exhausted,  in  the 
next  year,  as  they  were  in  the  last,  and  if  our  Petition  shall  be  allowed 
to  go  forth  without  the  great  and  united  voice  of  this  place,  every  ob- 
servation made  will  apply  to  every  individual  who  shall   be  conscious 
that  he  has  not  done  what  in  him  lies  to  forward  the  objects  of  that 
Petition.     I  know  that  is  a  common  sentiment  among  many — and  it  is 
a  very  dangerous  one,  for  it  encourages  apathy — that  we  ought  not  to 
exert  ourselves,  for  we  cannot  succeed.    RIany  say,  '  What  can  we  do? 
This  system  has  lasted  a  hundred  years,  and  Government  has  done  all 
that  is   requisite  without  our  interference  ;  tve   need  not  disturb  our- 
selves, for  wc  cannot  succeed.'     My  Lord,  I  have  no  more  doubt  of  the 
ultimate  success  of  this  measure,  than  I  have  of  any  future  moral  good. 
There  is  nothing  1  anticipate  more  confidently  in  this  earth,  than  that 
the  West  Indian  Islands  will  yet  become  the  abode,  not  merely  of  the 
English  language,  but  of  the  principles  of  the  English  Government,  and 
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ot"  Kn^lijh  justice,  and  also  ol"  llie  principles  ol  ihe  Ctiristan  Religioii 
lapulaiiie].  These  islandi,  Livoured  willi  all  llie  bounties  ol"  nalurf, 
have  hitherto  been  cursed  only  by  the  seltishucss  ut  nun.  1  will  say, 
that  though  we  were  assured  we  cuuld  not  succeed,  llial  should  not 
abate  one  jot  our  holy  ardour  in  this  sacred  cause.  Success  is  not  to 
be  commarded  by  men,  but,  speaking  in  a  certain  sense,  all  is  in  iho 
power  of  man  while  he  governs  the  world.  We  ought  never  to  tad  m 
using  those  means  by  which  success  may  most  probably  be  obtained. 
Had  mankind  always  despaired  in  this  manner,  where  would  have  been 
the  Kefurmalion  '.  Where  the  English  Revolution  [cheers]?  Or  where 
the  Redemption  ut"  this  cuunlry  from  the  persecution,  which  Scotland 
endured  a  hundred  and  titty  years  ago  [immense  applause]  '  We  should 
remember,  that  even  if  we  fail,  there  is  an  elevation  of  sentiment  —an 
independence  of  character — a  consciousness  of  the  desire  of  usefulness, 
which  renders  failure  in  such  a  cause  a  greater  delight  than  ordinary 
success  without  a  struggle,  and  for  a  useless  end  [ap|jlause].  Let, 
therefore,  no  man  imagine  he  does  his  duty  when  he  sits  duwn  at  home, 
with  his  hands  lolded  bctore  him,  and  says,  there  is  a  place  hemmed  in 
from  the  regions  of  the  earth  by  a  circle  of  wretchedness,  whose  people 
do  not  bear  the  same  colour  with  us, — they  speak  not  the  same  language, 
there  is  a  little  interfusion  of  water  between  us,  we  do  not  hear  their 
groans, — we  will  not  attend  to  them.  Let  it  be  remembered,  it  is  only 
the  person  who  does  his  duty,  that  can  look  the  sun  in  the  face,  and  say, 
this  is  not  my  doing.  There  is  nothing  so  important  in  moral  life,  as 
to  connect  great  principles  with  great  causes;  and  there  is  nothing  so 
utterly  heartless  and  contemptible,  as  the  mind  of  that  creature,  who, 
wrapt  up  in  his  own  ease,  exclaims,  '  I  won't  succeed;  and  therefore  1 
won't  exert  myselt*.' " 

The  Learned  Gentleman  concluded  his  address  amid  loud  and  con- 
tinued plaudits. 

Subjomed  is  a  specimen  ut  the  disgusting  advertisements  which  con- 
tinue to  occupy  a  large  portion  of  every  weekly  lioyal  Gazette  from  the 
Island  of  Jamaica.  If  the  enormities  here  exhibited  had  been  sooner 
held  up  to  the  view  of  the  British  public  ;  that  vile  sys'em  of  slavery, 
which  still  perpetuates  them  without  blushing,  would  not  now  pollute 
any  territory  subject  to  the  Hritish  crown.  We  will  not  cease  to  call 
the  attention  of  our  countrymen  to  these  abominations,  so  long  as  they 
are  sutlered  to  exist.  Here  are  human  beings,  whom  in  their  own  per- 
sons, or  in  the  persons  of  their  parents,  British  subjects  kidnapped  or 
bribed  others  to  kidnap  in  Africa, — bought  and  sold  like  cattle  and  other 
chattels,  without  regard  to  family  ties,  in  countries  absolutely  dependent 
upon  Great  Britain  tor  protection,  and  peculiarly  t'avoured  by  her  com- 
mercial code,  and  that  to  the  prejudice  of  other  dependencies  where  such 
atrocities  are  unknown.  Here  are  human  beings  seized  and  sold  in 
execution  for  their  master's  debts  : —others,  whether  freemen  or  slaves, 
ap[)reheiided  and  committed  to  the  nearest  workhouse,  only  because  their 
complexion  is  dark;  and,  if  unable  to  produce  tlocuments  of  tVeedom 
which  may  have  been  stolen  from  them,  and  not  claimed  by  any  owner, — 
sold  after  a  ulnlc  to  pay  the  exjjenses  of  llieir  committal  and  contine- 
ment  !      Head    ihes<>    adv«rlisements,     British    I  ibourers  —  tree   ihou'^-h 


95 

poor,  and  blush  for  those  vfho  tell  you  that  these  slaves  are  better  off' 
than  you.  Blush  for  those  who  tell  you  in  the  face  of  these  documents, 
that  their  slaves  are  not  branded  and  cruelly  mangled  ! 


Royal  Jamaica  Gazette,  Dec.  10,   1825. 
Portland,  Dec.  6,  1825. 
Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  on  Tuesday  the  20th  day  of  the  present 
month,   between  the  hours  of  ten  and  twelve  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  I 
shall  set  up  to  Public  Sale,  at  the  Court  House  of  this  Parish,  a  Sailor 
Negro  Slave,  named  William  Drummond,  distrained  on  for  taxes  8f 
arrears  of  taxes  against  Arthur  R.  Jones  Esq.         John  Steel,  C.  C. 
St.  Andrews,  Dec.  9,  1825. 
Take  Notice,  that  on  Monday  the  19th  day  of  Dec.  next,  I  shall  put 
up  to  Public  Sale,  at  the  City  Tavern,  Kingston,  between  the  hours  of 
ten  and  twelve  in  the  forenoon,  a  Field  Negro  Man  William,  levied  on 
for  taxes  due  by  Mr.  George  Rickard,  Mount  Elizabeth. 

Caleb  M.  Littlejohn,  C.  C. 
St.  George's  Workhouse,  Oct.  19,  1825. 
Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  unless  the  undermentioned  Slave  is  taken 
out  of  this  Workhouse  prior  to  Monday  the  19th  day  of  December  next, 
he  will  on  that  day,  between  the  hours  of  ten  and  twelve  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon,  be  put  up  to  Public  Sale,  and  sold  to  the  highest  and  best 
bidder,  at  the  Court  House,  Buff  Bay,  agreeably  to  the  Workhouse  law 
now  in  force, ybr  payment  of  his  fees  : 

Thomas  alias  John  Reynolds,  a  Moco,  5   feet  5  inches,  marked 
B  E  on  the  right,  and  R  S  on  the  left  shoulder,  country  marks  on  tem- 
ples, to  John  Reynolds,  Esq.  Pimento  Grove,  St. Thomas  in  the  Vale. 
July  IB. — Ordered,  That  the  above  be  published  in  the  newspapers 
appointed  by  law,  for  eight  weeks. 

By  order  of  the  commissioners, 

Henry  Burgess,  Sup. 

Royal  Jamaica  Gazette,  Dec.  31,  1825. 
Apprehended  Deserters, 
In  St.  Andrew's  Workhouse,  Dec.  29,  1825. 

Rowley,  a  Creole  negro  man,  5  feet  5|  inches,  marked  apparently 
E  O  on  the  breasts,  and  mark  not  plain  on  the  shoulders  ;  has  a  mark 
of  an  old  sore  on  the  outer  part  of  his  letl  leg,  and  the  second  toe  of 
his  right  fool  is  lost;  to  George  W.  Strupan,  Esq.  Vine  Yard  Pen,  in 
this  parish. — Oct.  6. 

William,  alias  William  Allbelly,  a  Nago,  5  feet  1\  inches, 
marked  apparently  D  B  D  on  left  shoulder;  has  country  marks  on  his 
back  and  stomach,  also  lick  marks  on  his  back,  and  his  teeth  are  filed  ; 
to  New  Castle  Plantation,  St.  David's. — Nov.  23. 

Hardany,  a  Creole  boy,  5  feet  1.^  inch,  has  a  small  scar  on  his  left 
cheek,  blister  marks  on  his  back,  pouting  lips,  and  speaks  thick;  to 
Mr.  Davis,  tinsmith,  Kingston. — Dec.  22. 

Hyslop  Lawrence,  a  Chamba,  5  feet  8  inches,  has  lost  some  of 
his  louer  front  teeth,  scars   on   sliin   of  his  left  leg,   which   is  swolti, 
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fuai».t-ti  nui  ylAin,  apparently  on  bolh  shoulders,  is  rather  cliKrlv  ,  lo 
Moutil-Koje  Feo,  i>t.  ilaiy's.  —  Ucc.  23. 

Ciii  r,  a  C'reule,  5  led  J  inches,  iwo  ol'  her  upper  iVuni  tuih  are  tie- 
eayed,  and  marks  ol"  Hoggmjj  on  her  back  ;  lo  Hoberlstield  Plantation, 
Port  Royal  Mountains.  — Dec.  24. 

M  \RiA,  a  Creole,  4  iVet  1 1  iiirhes,  has  a  mark,  of  a  cut  on  her  fore- 
head, lost  the  use  of  her  right  side  ;  says  sike  formerly  belon'^ed  to  Dr. 
Alvdivnga,  who  «old  her  to  a  Mrs.  lienjamin,  a  person  of  colour,  Har- 
bour Street.  Kingston. — Dec.  2y. 

In  SpaIll^h  Town  Workhouse,  Dec.  9,  18"2o. 

Sakaii,  a  Coromantee,  4  feel  l<->|  inchfis,  marked  IB  on  bhoulders, 
promiuenl  lips,  lust  the  icrood  and  third  toes  of  her  left  fuot,  and  also 
one  of  her  lower  front  teeth;  to  Mr.  John  Bryson,  Clarendon. — Nov.  "28. 

. I  \Mr.s,  or  Jamk->  Williams,  a  Creole,  .3  feet  3  inches,  marked 
\\  U  in  one,  on  diti'erent  parts  of  his  shoulders,  a  part  of  the  second 
-ind  fifth  toes  of  his  let"t  foot  are  lust,  and  has  a  large  scar  on  the  left 
Side  of  his  head;    to  one  Robert  Henry,  Kingston. — Dec.  10. 

In  Sl  Ann's  Workhouse,  Deo.  21,  1.825. 

Andrew  Bir.c.s,  a  Muiidingo,  says  he  is  free,  but  cannot  shew  any 
docuruent ;  that  he  was  formerly  a  pioneer,  and  was  attached  to  the 
■^•M  regiment,  stationed  at  Falmouth. 

STRAY.S.— In  St.  Catherine's  Pound,  Dec.  24,  1825. 

Uct.  10.  —  Light  Bay  Mare,  tio  brawl  murk,  long  tail,  hind  feet  white. 

-Nor.  23. — Bay  .Stone  Mule,  marked  N'  on  near  s^de  and  .S  on  oriside. 

Nov.  25. — Light  Bay  he  Mule,  long  tail,  marked  R  on  near  side,  and 

•w  J  sj'ols  on  the  back.  Dovald  M"  Bea.s.  P.  K. 

In  St.  Andrew's  Pound,  Dec.  29,  1825. 

Dec.  16.  — Black  and  White  Cow,  marked  apparently  I  Y  W,  sent  in 
by  J.  P.  TarditJ". 

Dec.  22. — Brown  she  Mule,  hogged  mane,  docked  tail,  sore  back  ; 
sent  iu  by  D.  Sutherland.  Caleb  Blades.  P. 


/Vim,  iiid  all  vthn  fiulUuuttum  »)  tht.Soculii,  may  '-c  had  at  r/uir  ojficg 
l".  Atdrmianbury  ;  ur  at  .V,  or*,  //uf. /i./r./t,  1H7,  Ficcadillrf,  and  Arch's,  CuinhUi. 
Thty  «ujy  aliJ  be  ]>f>cured,  thruugh  any  bookulUr,  or  at  the  dqwts  of  tlu  Anti- 
S'/arrry  Soiruly  (krougkuut  tkt  kittt'dum. 


I^.J^t  ■  t.  Of.itr,  y**.  II.  fi.'-4  /.««;  C»<j*. 


